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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER FOR ROTARY DISTRICT 5520

DISTRICT 5520

Rotary
DISTRICT 5520

January 2025    NO. 7         Disttrict Governor Yasser Murga

Dear Rotary Family,
     As the President of Rotary International, I am thrilled to express my whole-
hearted support for the 2025 Rotary Rose Parade Float.
     Our organization’s theme for 2025, “Magic of Rotary – the float theme is “On 
the Road with Rotary,” perfectly embodies the essence of our global mission. It 
is a joy to see this theme come to life through the vibrant and captivating design 
of our parade float.
     The Rotary Rose Parade Float serves as a powerful representation of the 
work we do globally to bring positive change and uplift communities. Rotary’s 
impact knows no bounds, as we tirelessly address issues such as education, 
health, water and sanitation, peacebuilding, and economic development.
     By participating in the Tournament of Roses Parade, we have a remarkable 
opportunity to showcase the reach and significance of Rotary’s worldwide ef-
forts. The float acts as a testament to the boundless possibilities that arise when 
Rotarians come together with a shared vision of service.
     Thank you for your ongoing dedication to Rotary’s mission. Together, through 
initiatives like the Rotary Rose Parade Float, we continue to create magic, bring-
ing hope and inspiration to communities worldwide.

Yours in Rotary,
Stephanie A. Urchick
President, Rotary International

Rotary

Wondering what’s going on with RYLA in 2025?
 
Want to show and share your passion for RYLA and the oppor-
tunity for our youth to engage in a wonderful camp experience 
dedicated to enhancing and developing leadership skills and 
instilling a sense of service to all who participate?
Join us for the Kick Off meeting on January 7th!
You will receive a Zoom link the day before the kickoff Zoom 
meeting.
 I hope you will join us!
 Click Here To Register for the Kickoff Meeting 
 Best,
 Erin Connelly
District 5520 RYLA Chair

Rotary Youth Leadership Camp Kickoff Jan 7, 5:45pm

https://rotary5520.org/event/ryla-kickoff-(zoom)/
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Don’t discard your 
Rotary Magazine!
Next time you have 
an appointment 
somewhere, take 
the magazine with 
you and put it in 
their magazine 
rack for others 
to read. This will 
spread Rotary 
information to 
the public. If they 
don’t have a rack, 

then surreptitiously 
leave it on a table.Don’t forget to 

read it first!

January is Rotary’s Vocational Service Month, a great time to 
start leveraging vocational service in your club projects and 
activities. The Vocational Service in Action handbook can 
help you gain a better understanding of vocational service 
and provide you with ideas to practice it through your serv-
ice activities, in your personal life, and in your career. Down-
load the handbook and share it with your club members!

Attend weekly meetings – Great speakers, fellowship and networking all 
happen at our weekly meetings. 
Do a make-up – Can’t attend our meeting why not visit another Rotary Club. 
Invite a new member – bring a guest to Rotary and invite them to be a member. 

Celebrate Rotary - Get social, share some of our Facebook posts and Tweets. 
Share some of the great projects, posts, pictures and events of our Rotary Club.

Wear your Rotary pin – Be proud. It is also a great tool to start a conversa-
tion about the good work that Rotary does and membership

Get involved in a hands on Rotary project – Volunteering is vital to 
Rotary. 

Become a Rotarian not just a member – Find your Rotary moment. 
What do you like best about Rotary, what talent can you share with Rotary to make a 
difference in the world?

Make Rotary one of your Charities of Choice – Our Rotary Club 
does so much good in our local & international communities. Contribute to The Rotary 
Foundation

Enjoy Rotary – Have some fun meeting a new Rotarian, work side by side with 
another Rotarian. Know that by working together we make a huge impact. Be proud to 
be a Rotarian!

New Year Resolutions for Rotary:	  
 

 
 
 

   
 

	 - Edith Lovejoy Pierce

* And its last chapter is called -

file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/255_introduction_vocational_service_en%20(1).pdf
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Int’l News

C H A N G E  Y O U R  P E R S P E C T I V E
J O I N  U S  I N  A L B U Q U E R Q U E

 

Embark on an adventure in the lively city of
Albuquerque, New Mexico, as we gather for the Big
West Zone Rotary Institute October 23-25, 2025!

H U R R Y  E A R L Y  B I R D  R E G I S T R A T I O N  E N D S  N O V .  3 0 T H .

     After an absence of 15 years, the Zone 26/27 Institute will be held in Albu-
querque next October 23-25, 2025. This is a wonderful opportunity to experience 
Rotary beyond our communities and our District… Every Rotarian is welcome to 
attend the Institute but, based on my experience as a Club President and Gov-
ernor, Club and District leaders will especially benefit from the Zone Institute 
experience!
      You’ll meet Zone leadership as well as Rotary International and Rotary Foun-
dation leaders… You’ll meet Rotarians from our Zones with lots of programs and 
ideas … Rotarians from West Texas to Hawaii, from New Mexico to the northern 
border (and even Vancouver, BC) will be there!
      Experience peer-to-peer sessions, presentations on topics as diverse as AI, 
experiences of our Peace Fellow, a Polio Day project, dedicating a Peace Pole 
and, of course, presentation of District 5520 Governor-Elect Jeff Weinrach and 
Clare.
    Register now using the link below!  See you there!
 
Tom Walker
District 5520 Zone Institute Support Co-Chair
(505) 237-0237
ftwalker1@comcast.net

Two Zones!  26 and 27

Key points about Zones 26 & 27: 
According to information from 
Zone 26 & 27 Rotary websites, 
there are approximately 
	 67,000 Rotarians
	 1700 clubs 
	 30 districts

If you want to stay at the Clyde, 
you better book NOW!

 

https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77776835&NoCaptcha
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Int’l News

NUMBERS
THE

BY

In our District 5520:
We have 64 clubs   
1943 members   
	 38%Women, 62% Men
In Rotary International:
We have 44,207 clubs
1,296,185 members     
	 29% Women, 71% Men

Congratulaitons to 
Gukesh Dommaraju for becoming the 
FIDE Chess Champion of the World!

Gukesh is a member of the 
Rotary Club of Pune Pride, India.

     He learned the game of chess while participating 
in a Rotary program to bring the game of chess to 
children in the rural areas of India. The Rotary Law-
yers Cup is a chess tournament organized by the 
Rotary Club and the Bar Association of Belthangady, 
India. The tournament is held to increase the popular-
ity of chess in rural areas, and to inspire local youth 
to participate.
    If it had not been for Rotary’s commitment to youth 
in India, Gukesh would never have heard of the game 
of chess, let alone become World Champion.
    In our interactions with the youth of District 5520 in 
our programs, let’s not underestimate the influence 
that we can have on shaping their future. We may 
not make world champions, but at least we can make 
them good parents, citizens and patriots.

Bi-District Conference Returns to District 4110!
     Congratulations to District 4110 
for hosting a highly successful 
Bi-District Conference, November 
14 – 16, in Juarez Mexico. This was 
the first time in 15 years that the 
Bi-District Conference was hosted in 
District 4110.
Started 35 years ago by District 5520 
PDG and Past Rotary International 
Vice President Sonny Brown and 
4110 PDG Bono Mora, the Bi-District 

Conference provides an opportunity for Rotarians from 
New Mexico, West Texas and Northern Mexico to come 
together in Rotary fellowship to address humanitarian 
needs in their Districts using The Rotary Foundation’s 
Global Grant process.
     Projects presented for consideration ranged from 
providing podiatric heart surgeries and repairing limb 
deformities to improving the life of a child born with a 
cleft palate. Other projects addressed the need for clean 
water in schools, after school programs and improved 
learning skills using innovative techniques such Math 
Circles. Twelve projects were funded with financial com-
mitments from 21 Rotary Clubs totaling over $61,000. 
These monies will be matched by District 4110 & 5520’s 
District Designated Funds of $35,000 along with funds 
from The Rotary Foundation to establish projected budg-
ets in excess of $450,000.
      District Designated Funds are generated from con-
tributions from Rotarians three years prior to their being 
awarded, thus allowing the earnings to be used to fund 
the operations of The Rotary Foundation.
     Attendees were excited to learn that District 5470 
(Southern Colorado) has asked to participate in fu-
ture Tri-District Conferences. This will allow proposed 
projects from Clubs in the three District to propose 
more projects of a larger scale and draw funding from a 
greater pool of contributions.
Tri-District 2025 is scheduled for September 2025 in El 
Paso, TX. District 5520’s Rotary Foundation Chair PDG 
Dick Jones is encouraging local Rotarians to start now 
planning a Global Grant for their Community.
     To learn how your Club can sponsor a Global Grant, 
attend one of the learning opportunities District 5520 will 
provide this spring at President’s Elects Training, the 
District Conference or District sponsored on-line semi-
nars.
     Feel free to reach out to our District Rotary Founda-
tion Chair PDG Dick Jones at rjones9755@aol.com.

District Rotary Foundation Chair
Dick Jones
2527 Calle Delfino
Santa Fe, NM  87505
Cell: 505-690-4086
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Friendship…the craving for which brought Rotary into existence is the thing that 
will keep Rotary a living, vital force in the world for all time, the very foundation 
of our organization.  
— Address to 1920 Rotary Convention, Atlantic City, New Jersey, USA

     Rotary Club of Albuquerque Del Norte Club member and Club Board Secretary Nancy 
Pressley-Naimark shared the serendipitous series of events that led to the donation of 
20 bikes and helmets to students at Hawthorne Elementary School. 
    “My husband, Edward, and I were walking in the neighborhood when we 
stopped to chat with our neighbor, Steve. He mentioned he had lost his 
storage place and asked if we knew anyone who might need a bike. 
Steve has been fixing up and donating bikes and helmets through 
Wings for Life, a non-profit which supports families of incarcerated 
individuals. Immediately, I thought of our Rotary club connections,” 
Nancy recalls.
From that simple conversation, a fantastic opportunity was set into mo-
tion. Through the efforts of our Community Service Committee, chaired by 
Jacqui Bernstein, 20 bikes and helmets were delivered to Hawthorne… just 
in time to bring Christmas joy to the community. 
     “We couldn’t have done this without a team effort,” Jacqui shared. “A huge 
thank-you to Steve for this impactful donation.  Additional thanks to club mem-
bers Eladio Muniz, Gary Fresquez, and Alice Mehlberg for delivering the bicycles 
and helmets safely to the school.  Together, we’ve made Christmas special for 
many children in our community.”
     This project demonstrates the Rotary spirit of Service Above Self, reminding us 
how small connections can lead to significant acts of kindness. 

Rotary Club of Albuquerque Del Norte
Bikes and Helmets Bring Holiday Joy to Hawthorne Elementary

The year 2024 has not been an easy one for polio eradication, with an 
increase in wild poliovirus transmission in the remaining two endemic 
countries and new and high-profile outbreaks including in Gaza. And 
yet global commitment to polio eradication remains as high as ever.

DISTRICT 5520
Rotary

We are not alone in 
the fight. Our part-
ners in the fight to 
end Polio:

For latest PolioPlus 
newsletter:

https://msgfocus.rotary.org/q/12FVqmUqDqUSqmaU1URCgaU4/wv
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District 5520 Rotary PETS Event Overview and Registration Details
      The District 5520 Rotary PETS event will feature discussions on what to expect as a Club President, breakout 
sessions on running meetings, inspiring Rotarians, and planning. Workshops will focus on telling your Rotary 
story, and there will be a dinner with a Toastmasters speaker discussing “Communicating with Impact.” The sec-
ond day will cover The Rotary Foundation, Public Image, Membership growth, the new Rotary goal-setting para-
digm, and networking, concluding with final remarks and a wrap-up.

Why Should Presidents-Elect Attend PETS?
      The President-Elect Training Seminar (PETS) is a pivotal event for incoming club presidents. It provides es-
sential training, networking, and inspiration that empower our leaders to make a lasting impact in their communi-
ties. Please note that attendance by the President-Elect (PE) (or President, if no PE is identified) is required by 
Rotary bylaws.

During the one-and-a-half-day PETS (March 7th afternoon and all-day March 8th, 8 AM - 5 PM), President-Elects 
will:
     Learn Best Practices: PETS offers workshops on effective leadership, membership growth, and objective plan-
ning. These skills are crucial for successful club operations.
Forge Connections: Our clubs thrive when we collaborate and learn from one another. PETS brings together lead-
ers from across the district, fostering valuable connections and friendships.
Gain Motivation: PETS renews enthusiasm and commitment. It equips our leaders with the tools they need to 
lead their clubs with passion and purpose.

Event Registration Details
     In-person PETS will take place at the Sheraton Albuquerque Uptown, from noon on Friday, March 7th, through 
dinner, and all day Saturday (8 AM - 5 PM), March 8th. Dinner on Friday and lunch on Saturday are included.
	 Early Bird Pricing (up to and including January 15th, 2025): $180
	 Pricing after January 15th: $220
	 Last day to register: February 28th

Accommodation Details
     A block of rooms has been reserved at the Sheraton Albuquerque Uptown for $149.00 USD per night.
Click here to book your room at the special group rate
 
Last Day to Book at the Special Rate: Friday, February 7, 2025.
If you have questions or need help with the link, please do not hesitate to call the hotel directly at 1-800-252-7772 and 
press 1 for reservations. For special requests regarding reservations, please contact the Sales Office at 505-830-5781, 
and we can adjust existing reservations.

to register
https://www.crsadmin.com/eventportal/Registrations/PublicFill/EventPublicFill.aspx?evtid=3b3e486b-719f-401e-8af6-a46454cce2dd

to book a room
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1728082095058&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true

March 7 & 8
Albuquerque

Click here to register for PETS
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We’ve been having a lot of fun work-
ing on it float for the annual Christ-
mas Parade tonight! 🎄 We still have 
a few finishing touches to add and 
we need people to join us for the 
parade to ride or walk alongside. We 
will also need help disassembling to-
morrow afternoon. An email was sent 
to members, but here are the details, 
please Join us, all are welcome, 
friends, family members, cowork-
ers...... 😍

White sands

Tis the Season for giving! ☺️🥳🎄  President Steve Buckley and the Rotary Club of 
Truth or Consequences gave donations to several local charities:
Richard Macklin from Heroes on the Water - Elephant Butte NM 
Donna Edge Graves from Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
Melanie Feldkamp from Sierra County Business Center-Training Division 
Jessica Griffin, Maria Wells, Jessie Anglin, Keighey Segura from Appletree Edu-
cational Center working with Little Lives Matter and Imagination Library of New 
Mexico 
Keep up the great work ya’ll!

Speaker Honorarium gift suggestion! Del Sol had a beautiful day 
to built a ramp!

It has the Statue of Liberty on 
one side and a commemora-
tion of the Polio Vaccine on the 
other - two things we hold dear!

I got a roll of 25 from Amazon

2019 P American 
Innovation 
Pennsylvania - 
Polio Vaccine $1 Coin
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We love getting into the holiday spirit and giving away hats and 
gloves to the kids at the kidslivesmatter foster kid holiday event. 
Santa even made an appearance.  Plus, it was the official debut of 
our new snazzy T-shirts…. Enjoyed hanging out with our friends 
from Jump In2 School Bash….

Rotary Youth Exchange 
inbound students, out-
bound candidates and 
Rotarians having fun in 
Roswell and Carlsbad!

Del Sol

El Paso Northeast Rotary Club sold 335 wreaths and placed some 
at Ft Bliss Cemetery on this cold morning, December 14. Volunteers 
help placing close to 10,000 wreaths

   In the District’s debut podcast, 
meet Jari Thymian, a passion-
ate Rotarian who helped turn 
her small club around in Raton, 
New Mexico. With only a hand-
ful of members and the club on 

the brink of closure, Jari and her husband stepped up, 
reimagine the meetings, and brought new life to the 
group. Listen in as she shares how they grew member-
ship, reignited energy, and ensured the club’s legacy 
lives on. This podcast will be inspiring to old and new 
members alike.
   Caleb Guerrero, Public Image Chair from Albuq del 
Norte does a very professional job in leading the in-
terview/discussion. It is entertaining, informative and 
inspiring!

DISTRICT 5520

https://open.spotify.com/episode/7ycM04dWCveL5b1ahvsv1U?fbclid=IwY2xjawHP4VpleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHT4u9f_PYjJ1Y1A9Cl4keuwuPgz8ksrN848m3QGobjAfJPkkPUZ6LvFU9g_aem_DZ9LHYUuAeoW8wUvSfw59w
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Thank you to Rotary Club of Truth or Consequences and Steve Buckley for your generous donation to the Shop 
with a Cop Program.

Our Secret Santa #BloodDrive hosted by the Rotary Club of White Sands 
Satellite Club is going great! Please stop by and donate now until 3:30 pm at 
201Dale Scott Ave. Bring the kids to decorate a cookie or make an ornament 
while you donate!

El Paso Northeast Rotary Club annual Red Kettle bell ring for Salvation Army in front of Walmart out in the cold 
weather.   Then I donated my 20th gallon of blood at Harley Davidson dealership for the Rotary District. Martin 
Gomez from Camino Rotary Club made this beautiful picture. Saturday 12/7 was Pearl Harbor day at Old Glory 
Memorial and I was born in 1941.
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     Greeting Rotarians and 
welcome to the new Rotary 
year. I have been tasked with 
producing the monthly Yucca, 
the district newsletter. You 
may remember me doing it 
several years ago, but, don’t 
worry, I am not going to pro-
duce 40 page newsletters this 
time.
     Start sending me your 
material to the same email 
address - 
     rotarymaterial@gmail.com.
     Keep your articles short 
and concise. Photos are OK, 
just remember to put down 
the names of the folks in the 
photo. We (the Yucca read-
ers) would like to see flyers 
of your upcoming fundrais-
ers and  events and photos 
of the aftermath. We will keep 
you informed of the district 
happenings and upcoming 
events, conferences, semi-
nars, training etc. Send me 
flyers of your fundraisers.
     Let’s keep it simple - The 
deadline for articles will be 
the first of every month. I will 
get the newsletter out as soon 
as I can after that.
Don Powell

Send me flyers and other 
information about your 
events and fundraisers. 

Who knows - we may want 
to come for a visit!

    On Tuesday, December 10th, the Rotary Club of San Juan County cel-
ebrated the spirit of Christmas with an annual party. Rotarians and their 
guests enjoyed food, fellowship, and games. ‘Service above Self’ was 
demonstrated with donations to the Mental Wellness Resource Center, 
the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree, and the Bloomfield Senior Center. 
     Rotary awards were presented to members for club service.  Pat 
Lucero received the Quiet Rotarian award. The Service above Self award 
was given to Jeanine Bingham Kelly, treasurer and past president. The 
Rotarian of the Year was awarded to Charlie Todd.
					     - Terri Fortner
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https://convention.rotary.org/en-us

June 21-25, 2025

Save the Date!   Save the Date!   Save the Date!      
 

 

 

 

 

16th Annual DeGroot-Akins 

NURSING SCHOLARSHIP GALA 

 

January 18, 2025 

Santa Ana Star Casino Hotel 
Jemez Canyon Dam Road, Santa Ana Pueblo 

 
Host - Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise 

www.rioranchorotarysunrise.org 

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS:  $100 

SPONSORSHIPS:  Platinum - $5000 Gold - $2500 Silver - $1500 Bronze - $750 Turquoise - $500 

 

Contact: Richard Bruce – riobruce1977@gmail.com 

 Michael MacDonald – mike@nmhearingaid.com 

 

Save the Date!   Save the Date!   Save the Date!      
 

 

 

 

 

16th Annual DeGroot-Akins 

NURSING SCHOLARSHIP GALA 

 

January 18, 2025 

Santa Ana Star Casino Hotel 
Jemez Canyon Dam Road, Santa Ana Pueblo 

 
Host - Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise 

www.rioranchorotarysunrise.org 

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS:  $100 

SPONSORSHIPS:  Platinum - $5000 Gold - $2500 Silver - $1500 Bronze - $750 Turquoise - $500 

 

Contact: Richard Bruce – riobruce1977@gmail.com 

 Michael MacDonald – mike@nmhearingaid.com 

 

Santa Ana Star Casino Hotel
Jemez Canyon Dam Road

Santa Ana Pueblo

Hosted by:

www.rioranchorotarysunrise.org

Individual Tickets - $100
Sponsorship Levels:
	 Platinum - $5000
	 Gold - $2500	
	 Silver - $1500
	 Bronze - $750
	

Contacts:
	 Richard Bruce
		  riobruce1977@gmail.com

	 Michael MacDonald
		  mike@nmhearingaid.com


